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JAMAICA
“Things to Know Before You Go”.

Jamaica is one of the largest islands in the Caribbean. Whether you’re seeking adventure, relaxation, a romantic escape, exciting cultural encounters or breathtaking natural wonders, Jamaica has something for everyone. 
To help make your vacation enjoyable and a truly memorable adventure, we have selected the following general information worth reviewing before your visit to Jamaica. 

Entry Requirements and Guidance
All travellers entering Jamaica are required to present a valid passport or other acceptable travel document if applicable. Passports should be valid for at least 6 months before the return date.
You must submit a completed and signed Immigration/Customs C5 Form, either online or a physical form. The C5 form is available online at enterjamaica.gov.jm
You can complete and submit this form up to 30 days before your arrival in Jamaica. Please make sure to complete the form accurately to ensure a smooth entry into Jamaica.
All visitors are required to travel with a return ticket or onward ticket for entry into Jamaica.
As a general precaution, all travellers are advised to carry a photocopy of the photo/bio information page of their passport and keep it in a location separate from their passport.

Bank/ Currency
Jamaica has it’s own currency, JMD. The official currency exchange rates vary daily so it’s advisable to shop around for the best rate before converting your cash. US$ can be used everywhere and for everything. Licensed cambios and commercial banks are accessible at airports, in all resort areas and major cities/towns. Most ATMs accept international bank cards with Visa, MasterCard, Cirrus and Plus logos. There is a minimal charge when using an ATM.
It’s advisable to bring around $200USD/person with you and use the ATMs to obtain JMDs.  
Important note: You should advise your bank that you’ll be visiting Jamaica. This will avoid the possibility of your bank viewing any transactions done in Jamaica as suspicious activity and block your purchases.

Travel and Getting Around
In Jamaica, they drive on the left side of the road. The speed limit is 50 kmph (30 mph) in built up areas and 80 kmph (50mph) on highways. Car rental services are available in most major towns, cities and airports. You must be 25 years of age or older to rent a car yourself. Always travel with a valid driver’s license and if applicable, all relevant car rental paperwork. 
All vehicle passengers should wear seat belts, in both the front and back. Only hands-free devices should be used while driving.     

Climate and Weather
Jamaica enjoys a hot and humid tropical climate all year round which is exactly what you want for a relaxing vacation. Temperatures range from 19 degrees Celsius (66 Fahrenheit) to 32 degrees Celsius (99 Fahrenheit). The rainy seasons are from May to June and September to November.
Sunscreen and sunblock are strongly recommended.  

Clothing
Lightweight, breathable fabrics are the way to go. Shorts, swimwear, flip flops and sea shoes are perfect for swimming or a day on the beach. A thin sweater is recommended for an evening outdoors.

Electricity and Plug Standards
The electrical supply in Jamaica is 110 volts/50 cycles standard. Electrical appliances use plugs that are two-pronged and flat (such as those used in North America). If necessary, bring any required adaptors. 
It is recommended to bring a couple of phone chargers. 
Food and Drink
Throughout the island, tap water is safe to drink. Should you choose to not drink the water, there are many brands of Jamaican spring water that meet or exceed the highest international standards and available at most shops and restaurants.

Tipping
Tipping is very common in Jamaica and is expected for most services. The general rule is around 10% but can range between 15 – 20% for exceptional service. For bellboy services, $1 per bag is acceptable.    

Drugs
In Jamaica, the use, sale and possession of drugs such as cocaine, crack, ecstasy, heroin and any other controlled substance is illegal and subject to arrest, fine and imprisonment.
 
 General Recommendations:
· Do not leave items unattended. Especially at the beach.
· Don’t take around large amounts of cash.
· Watch out for scammers and pushy sellers. 
· Avoid wearing expensive jewellery on road trips or excursions.
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